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Advanced Training Course 

Challenges and perspectives of Science Diplomacy  
in Central, Eastern and South-Eastern Europe 

Programme 

 

 

DAY 1 - 25 November 2025: Executive Secretariat of the Central European Initiative (Trieste) 
 

09:00 – 9:30  Registration 

09:30 – 10.30 Opening  

Ivana Pejović, Deputy Secretary General, Central European Initiative, tbc  

Course introduction (including short presentations of participants) 

CEI, University of Trieste 

Part 1 – Fundamentals of Science Diplomacy and its evolution in the European and global context 

10:30 – 11:30 Fundamentals of Science Diplomacy Pierre-Bruno Ruffini, University of 
Le Havre Normandy, Past Chair of 
the EU Science Diplomacy Alliance 

11:30 – 12:00 Coffee break 

12:00 – 13:00 A European Framework for Science Diplomacy Jan Marco Müller, Team Leader 
Global Approach, Multilateral Dia-
logue and Science Diplomacy, DG 
Research and Innovation, European 
Commission, online 

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch break 

Part 2 – Knowledge and skills in Science Diplomacy 

14:30 – 15:15  

 

Knowledge and skills for Science Diplomacy in East-
ern and Southeastern Europe 

Simone Arnaldi, University of Tri-
este, Co-Chair of the EU Science 
Diplomacy Alliance 

15:15 – 16:00 Scientific Advice and international policymaking: the 
case of IPCC 

Erika Coppola, Research Scientist, 
Abdus Salam International Centre 
for Theoretical Physics (ICTP) 

16:00 – 16:30 Coffee break 
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16:30 – 17:15 Knowledge and networks for the European Science 
Diplomacy Framework 

Elke Dall, Senior Researcher and 
Project Manager, Centre for Social 
Innovation  

Gianluigi M. Riva, Research Fellow, 
Bocconi University  

17:15 – 18:00 Interactive session: What are the training priorities in Science Diplomacy for your organisa-
tion? 

Evening Networking dinner, Trieste, Venue TBD 
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DAY 2 – 26 November 2025: University of Trieste, Padnu Hall (Gorizia Campus) 
 

10:30 – 11:30 Opening  

Diego Abenante, Rector’s Delegate for Satellite Campuses, University of Trieste 

Giuseppe Pascale, Program coordinator, International and diplomatic sciences, University 
of Trieste 

Moreno Zago, Program coordinator, Diplomacy and international cooperation, University 
of Trieste 

Romina Kocina, CEO, EGTC GO  

TBD Municipality of Gorizia 

Part 3 – Science Diplomacy: thematic perspectives and actions 

11:30 – 12:15 Science Diplomacy and the UN Agenda 2030 for sus-
tainable development 

Peter McGrath, Coordinator of the 
Science Diplomacy Unit, The 
World Academy of Sciences 
(TWAS) 

12:15 – 13:00 Science Diplomacy and development cooperation 
from the perspectives of higher education institutions 

Ilaria Micheli, University of Trieste 

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch break  

14:30 – 15:15 Research Security and Science Diplomacy Katharina Höne, Scientific Officer, 
DLR Projektträger, German Aero-
space Centre 

15:15 – 16:00 Demographic trends, climate change and sustaina-
ble agriculture 

Fernando Rodrigo De Oliveira 
Cantão, Fundraising and Tech 
Transfer, International Centre for 
Genetic Engineering and Biotech-
nology (ICGEB) 

16:00 – 16:30 Coffee break 

16:30 – 17:15 Increasing the participation of women in S&T re-
search through effective Science Diplomacy 

Tonya Blowers, Coordinator, Or-
ganization for Women in Science 
for the Developing World (OWSD) 

17:15 – 18:00 Interactive session: How have the views of Science Diplomacy changed in Central, Eastern 
and South-Eastern Europe? 

Evening Free 
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DAY 3 – 27 November 2025: Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia, Sala Tiziano Tessi-
tori (Trieste) 
 

Part 3 – Science Diplomacy: thematic perspectives and actions 

9:00 – 9:30 Opening 

Ketty Segatti, Director of the Specialized Operational Unit (UOS) for Research and Innova-
tion, Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia 

09:30 – 10:15  Science Diplomacy and the energy transition Emanuela Colombo, Politecnico 
di Milano, online 

10:15 – 11:00 Space Diplomacy: an operational history for practi-
tioners 

David Burigana, University of 
Padua 

11:00 – 11:45 Science Diplomacy and sustainable development in 
the Mediterranean 

Mounir Ghribi, Director, ICAP - In-
ternational Cooperation and Re-
search Promotion, National Insti-
tute of Oceanography and Applied 
Geophysics (OGS) and Director of 
the Centre of Excellence on Sus-
tainable Blue Economy at Euro-
Mediterranean University (EMUNI) 

11:45 – 12:30 The power of remains: science diplomacy and cul-
tural heritage 

Christina Hainzl, Head – Platform 
for Sustainable Development, Uni-
versity for Continuing Education 
Krems 

12:30 – 14:30 Lunch 

14:30 – 15:15 Enhancing the resilience to disasters for sustainable 
development through stronger science-policy inter-
actions 

Stefano Grimaz, University of 
Udine 

15:15 – 16:00 UNESCO global vision and regional approaches to 
Science Diplomacy 

Samuel Partey, Head of the Sci-
ence Unit, UNESCO Regional Bu-
reau for Science and Culture in Eu-
rope 

16:00 – 16:30 Coffee break 

16:30 – 17:15 Using Science Diplomacy for effective water govern-
ance in Europe 

Miguel Doria, Director, UNESCO 
World Water Assessment Pro-
gramme 

17:15 – 18:00 Interactive session: What policy fields can benefit from Science Diplomacy actions in your 
opinion? 

Evening Free 
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DAY 4 – 28 November 2025: AREA Science Park, Trieste (Basovizza Campus: Basovizza, SS 
14, Km 163,5; Padriciano Campus: Padriciano 99) 
 

Part 4 – Science Diplomacy and research infrastructures 

10:00 – 11:30 Study visit: FERMI-Free Electron laser Radiation for Multidisciplinary Investigations 

11:30 – 13:00 Roundtable: The role of research infrastructures in Science Diplomacy  

Giorgio Paolucci, Chief Scientific Officer, ELETTRA Sincrotrone Trieste 

The tools of science diplomacy: the case of ERICs, Salvatore La Rosa, Director, Research 
and Innovation Division, Area Science Park  

Ornela De Giacomo, Deputy Executive Director, Central European Research Infrastructure 
Consortium (CERIC-ERIC) 

Moderated by Simone Arnaldi, University of Trieste 

13:00 – 15:00 Lunch 

Part 5 – An Italian perspective on Science Diplomacy in Eastern and Southeastern Europe – final roundtable 

15:00 – 18:00 Opening & Keynote: Area Science Park’s role in developing international relations: a focus 
on the Western Balkans, Caterina Petrillo, President, AREA Science Park 

Future prospects for science diplomacy in Eastern and Southeastern Europe: an Italian per-
spective, Alessandro Garbellini, Head of Space, Multilateral Science Diplomacy and Intel-
lectual Property, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Italy 

The role of science attachés for effective Science Diplomacy, Luciano Catani, Science at-
taché, Embassy of Italy in Serbia 

Science Diplomacy in Eastern and South–Eastern Europe – and beyond: the perspective of 
the National Research Council of Italy, Francesca Tolve, Head of Sector - Science Diplo-
macy and International Cooperation, National Research Council of Italy (CNR) 

Italian higher Education institutions and science diplomacy in Eastern and Southeastern 
Europe, Roberta Altin, Rector’s Delegate for Development Cooperation, University of Tri-
este 

Moderated by Alessandro Lombardo, Central European Initiative 

Evening Farewell cocktail, Trieste, TBD 

 


